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Autodata 3.45A .TALLAHASSEE — Florida
public schools now have the legal right to
call in the police if a student commits a
violent act. The Legislature on Friday
unanimously approved a bill after it was
amended to prohibit school
administrators from using police to
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enforce drug laws. "This is a top priority
for me, especially when parents tell me
they've had problems with schools calling
the police to enforce their drug policies,"”
sald Republican Sen. Dennis Jones. The
bill made it out of the Senate but was
referred to the House Criminal Justice
Committee on Wednesday. The
committee sent it back to the Senate on
Friday with a recommendation that it be
voted out of committee. "Schools that call
in the police to enforce school drug
policies are not only being needlessly
punitive, they are exercising a coercive
influence over students in the middle of
the most formative years of a student's
life," said Sen. David Simmons, D-
Tallahassee. School districts could lose
federal funding for failing to comply with
the new law, which was sponsored by
Republican Sen. Darren Soto of Altamonte
Springs. "Law enforcement is not to be
used as a tool of school discipline," Soto
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said. The National Association of Drug
Court Professionals warned public school
administrators on Wednesday that calling
police to settle a dispute could cost
school districts millions of dollars in
funding and scholarships. Schools have
the right to discipline students who
commit a violent act but the bill requires
school districts to give parents notice of
any disciplinary action through a way
other than calling police and to notify the
district attorney's office of the details of
the discipline in writing. The proposal to
ban school administrators from calling the
police could be a bargaining chip in a
larger fight over school district policy.
"They are using this as a bludgeon
against the districts to get them to
cooperate," said Democratic Sen. Travis
Hutson of Orlando. Sen.
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